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14.30 – 15.30: Roundtable 1: How to make EU agri-food trade more
sustainable through improving its policy foundations?
Chair of Roundtable: Attila Jambor, CORVINUS
Members: Charlotte Sode, DG AGRI; Bettina Rudloff, SWP; Stephen Onakuse,
AGRINATURA; Virginia Enssle, FTAO

15.30 - 16.30: Roundtable 2: How to make trade policies of EU agri-food
trade partners more sustainable?
Chair of Roundtable: Bodo Steiner, UNI HELSINKI and MATS
Members: Jörg Wojahn, DG TRADE; Oskari Vaaranmaa, DG TRADE; Sylvia Kay, TNI;
Taylor Quinn, Tailored Foods

16.30 - 16.45: TRADE4SD and MATS joint lessons learned (Attila Jambor,
CORVINUS and Bodo Steiner, UNI HELSINKI)

16.45 – 17.45: Coffee and networking

19.00 – 22.00: Dinner 

JOIN THE EVENT ONLINE 

PW: MX4YEWGCV79 
ON WEBEX

anastasiya@luminaconsult.eu
gaia@luminaconsult.eu
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Join in person: Brussels Press Club, EU
District, Rue Froissart 95, 1040 Brussels,
ground floor. Directions: 2 min. walk from
Metro/Train Station ‘Schuman’ (Square
Schuman); 3 min. walk from Place Jourdan.

Please confirm your part icipation
using the fol lowing

LINK

9.30 – 10.00: Registration and Coffee

10.00 – 10.45: Opening session: Welcome and Setting the Scene 
Introduction and Opening (Attila Jambor, CORVINUS)
Keynote Presentation (Leonard Mizzi, DG INTPA)
Views of the Funding Agency (Celine Choquer, REA and Fanny Le Gloux, DG AGRI) 

10.45 – 11.15: TRADE4SD - Main Lessons Learned (Attila Jambor,
CORVINUS)

11.15 –13.15: Policy briefs with Discussants
Strengthen Local Contexts in Agri-Food Trade Policy (Sophia Davidova,
UNIKENT)
Discussant: Yvonne Chileshe, OACPS
Redesign Trade Agreements for Sustainability (Martin Banse, THUENEN)
Discussant: Giovanni Ferri, LUMSA
Build Coherent Policies for Sustainable Trade (Hilkka Vihinen, LUKE)
Discussant: Matthew Gorton, UNI NEWCASTLE
Questions and Answers

13.15 - 14.30: Lunch break
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Outline

• Recap of Trade4SD policy proposals

• Contextualizing the “weak hand” of free trade in the world

• Contextualizing the “weak hand” of the SDGs in the EU

• Can two “weak hands” make a “strong hand” ?



1. Recap of Trade4SD policy proposals

• Redesign EU trade agreements towards sustainable trade (T&SD provisions)

• Strengthen value chain approach in trade agreements (fair/sustainable sourcing)

• Improve implementation & follow-up mechanisms (monitoring & ownership)

• More training & technical assistance in sustainable compliance (training & PPPs)



2. Contextualizing the “weak hand” of free trade in the world

F I G U R E  7
Trade policy interventions

Note: Measures include tari!s, export-related measures, subsidies, contingent trade-protective measures, and trade-related investment measures.

Source: Global Trade Alert, 2024.

EU countries are already responding to this new environment with more assertive policies, but they are 
doing so in a fragmented way that undermines collective e!ectiveness. The use of industrial policy interven-
tions is on the rise across advanced economiesviii. But the e!ectiveness of these policies in Europe is hindered by 
three main coordination problems. First, there is a lack of coordination between Member States. Uncoordinated 
national policies often lead to considerable duplication, incompatible standards and failure to consider externalities. 
One particularly damaging externality in the EU context is its adverse impact on the Single Market when the largest 
countries with the most fiscal space can provide much more generous support than others [see Figure 8]. Second, 
there is a lack of coordination among financing instruments. While the EU collectively spends a large amount on 
its industrial goals, financing instruments are split along national lines and between Member States and the EU. 
This fragmentation hampers scale, preventing the creation of large capital pools in particular for investments in 
breakthrough innovation. It also hampers innovation by creating unnecessary complexity and bureaucracy for the 
private sector. Third, there is a lack of coordination across policies. Industrial policies today – as seen in the US 
and China – comprise multi-policy strategies, combining fiscal policies to incentivise domestic production, trade 
policies to penalise anti-competitive behaviour abroad and foreign economic policies to secure supply chains. In 
the EU context, linking policies in this way requires a high degree of coordination between national and EU policies. 
However, owing to its complex governance structure and slow and disaggregated policymaking process, the EU is 
less able to produce such a response.

F I G U R E  8
Total State aid expenditure by Member State 
2022, as % of GDP (top) and EUR billion (bottom) 
Breakdown between COVID-19, State aid in response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and other State aid measures

Source: European Commission, 2024.
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3. Contextualizing the “weak hand” of the SDGs in the EU

Not to mention that the ESG metric is being abandoned in the US …

and that the recent Omnibus Decree is stopping the CSRD process etc.

Let’s take Draghi’s Report on ‘The future of European competitiveness’

• ‘European Green Deal’ is cited once about the stingy creation of green jobs

• ‘SDGs’ and ‘2030 Agenda’ are never cited

• ‘sustainable’ is often coupled with ‘growth’ & once with ‘deep sea mining’

• the new mantra seems to be ’ increase security and reduce dependencies’



4. Can two “weak hands” make a “strong hand” ?

Though most Europeans are:
i) appalling at Trump’s bullying with tariffs & human rights;

ii) dubious on the EU leadership venturing into a ‘security journey’;
iii) seeing that international trade & SDGs may be out of fashion

• European values are consistent with SD & peacefully trading with other nations

• Can Montesquieu’s old adage (the natural effect of trade is to bring about peace) help ?

• Possibly, with a degree of non-war-mongering deterrence, the EU can still play a 
role in international relations by shaping trade along its rooted values requiring 
SD, that is a prosperity respecting the planet (E), people (S) and democracy (G)

• Thus, Trade4SD may not be just utopia but a possible future !


